[Toxic shock-like syndrome in two adults caused by group A beta-hemolytic streptococci].
In two patients, a woman aged 34 and a man aged 38, toxic shock-like syndrome was diagnosed. This is a serious and potentially lethal disease characterized by multiorgan failure, fever, skin lesions and shock and caused by the exotoxin of Streptococcus pyogenes. Both patients had an invasive Lancefield group A beta haemolytic streptococcal infection. The first patient presented with a skin wound at the right knee and later developed shock and thrombosis, in the second a flu-like disease was complicated by respiratory insufficiency, rhabdomyolysis and acute renal insufficiency. Timely recognition of this infection may reduce the risk of complications such as adult respiratory distress syndrome, disseminated intravasal coagulation and necrotizing fasciitis. Both patients eventually recovered after antibiotic and intensive supporting therapy. This infection can be life-threatening and the fatality rate is 15-35% even if patients received appropriate antimicrobial therapy, supportive care, and, where necessary, surgical debridement.